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Comment on: “Effect of sustained virologic response 
on the incidence of hepatocellular carcinoma in 
patients with HCV cirrhosis”
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DearκEditor,

Weκ readκ withκ greatκ interestκ theκ studyκ byκ

Cheinquerκ etκ al.1κ inκ aκ recentκ issueκ ofκ theκκ

Brazilian Journal of Infectious Diseasesκwhereκ

theyκ suggestκ thatκ patientsκ withκ cirrhosisκ dueκ

toκ hepatitisκ Cκ virusκ (HCV)κ whoκ achievedκ

sustainedκ virologicalκ responseκ (SVR)κ hadκκ

signiicantlyκlowerκincidenceκofκhepatocellularκ

carcinomaκ (HCC)κ whenκ comparedκ toκ thoseκ

withoutκ treatmentκ response.κ Also,κ inter−

feronκ treatmentκ afterκ curativeκ resectionκ orκ

ablationκofκHCCκ inκHCVκrelatedκcirrhoticsκ

preventsκHCCκrecurrenceκandκimprovesκsur−

vival,κespeciallyκ forκpatientsκwithκSVR,κhadκ

beenκreportedκinκaκrecentκmeta−analysis.2

However,κ aκ large−scaleκ randomizedκ con−

trolledκ trialκ (theκHALT−Cκstudy)κ showedκnoκκ

significantκ differenceκ inκ theκ incidenceκ ofκ

HCCκ betweenκ patientsκ onκ maintenanceκ in−

terferonκ therapyκ andκ thoseκ without.3κ Theκκ

reasonκ forκ theκ discrepantκ resultsκ inκ studiesκ

needsκ furtherκ clarification,κ togetherκ withκ

analysisκ ofκ theκ differenceκ inκ incidenceκ ratesκ

ofκHCCκamongκcirrhoticκpatients.κ

Aκprospectiveκstudyκwasκcarriedκoutκtoκin−

vestigateκtheκeicacyκandκsafetyκofκstandardκin−

terferonκwithκaκlowκprogressiveκdosageκregimenκ

inκcombinationκwithκribavirinκinκpatientsκwithκ

HCV−relatedκ decompensatedκ cirrhosisκ inκ ourκ

centerκsinceκ2008.κTwoκpatientsκwithκHCV−re−

latedκdecompensatedκcirrhosisκdevelopedκHCCκ

aterκsuccessfulκantiviralκtherapy.κBothκofκthemκ

hadκbeenκtreatedκwithκstandardκinterferonκα−2bκ

(3κ Mu,κ everyκ otherκ day)κ andκ ribavirinκ (800κ

mg/d)κ forκ 48κ weeks.κ heκ irstκ caseκ (62−year−

old,κfemale,κChild-Pughκscoreκ8κandκgenotypeκ

1b)κ developedκ aκ hepatocellularκ carcinomaκ atκ

monthκ6κaterκachievingκSVR.κheκsecondκcaseκ

(53−year−old,κ male,κ Child-Pughκ scoreκ 9κ andκ

genotypeκ2a)κachievedκearlyκvirologicκresponseκ

andκ endκ ofκ treatmentκ response,κ aκ singleκ 2κ cmκ

tumorκ noduleκ wasκ detectedκ byκ enhancedκ CTκ

liverκscanκthreeκmonthsκaterκendκofκtreatment.κ

Bothκ patientsκ underwentκ transcatheterκ arte−

rialκchemoembolizationκdueκtoκexpansionκandκ

shortageκofκorgans.

AlthoughκSVRκisκassociatedκwithκlongκtermκ

goodκ prognosisκ forκ patientsκ withκ HCVκ infec−

tion,4,5κ twoκ outκ ofκ 28κ cirrhoticκ patientsκ devel−

opedκHCCκcomparedκ toκnoneκofκ146κpatientsκ

withoutκcirrhosisκduringκfollow−upκforκaκmeanκ

ofκ47κmonthsκaterκSVR.5κ Itκ thereforeκ remainsκ

uncertainκifκpersistentκvirologicκsuppressionκtoκ

undetectableκ levelsκofκHCVκRNAκ impactsκ theκ

riskκofκdevelopingκHCCκinκpatientsκwithκsevereκ

hepaticκibrosis.κSinceκcirrhosisκisκanκindepend−

entκriskκfactorκforκHCC,κaκvigilantκmonitoringκ

ofκ patientsκ withκ HCV−relatedκ cirrhosisκ (com−

pensatedκandκdecompensated)κshouldκbeκman−

datory,κevenκifκSVRκhasκbeenκachievedκaterκre−

ceivingκinterferon−basedκtherapy.
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